Vidian neurectomy: neuroanatomical considerations and a report on a new surgical approach.
If conventional treatment fails, vidian neurectomy is a viable alternative for therapy of chronic rhinitis with recurrent polyposis of the nose and sinuses. From a neuroanatomical point of view beneficial and adverse effects of this surgical procedure are discussed. According to our own investigations and experiences, vidian neurectomy should be performed together with clearing out of the sinuses in every case. Beginning with this precondition a new surgical approach was developed: the vidian nerve is detected through a transethmoidal route in the pterygoid canal at the bottom of the sphenoid sinus and dissected using the operation microscope.